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The Death of A Salesman is a play performed by Arthur Miller in which it depicts how mankind have lost their identity and have been unable to accept the negative changes within himself and the society in general. This play comprises of memories, dreams and various confrontations in which the actor Willy Loman is involved in. the major themes that are involved in this play are denial, order versus disorder and contradiction (Miller 296) We realize that each member of Loman’s family live in denial in which Loman himself does not want to accept that he is a mediocre salesman while his wife Linda praises him. Therefore, he is forced to deny reality so that he can achieve it. Only Linda knows that his family lives in denial as well as their sons Biff and Happy and for the peace of her family, she allows them to make fantasies so that she can preserve their peace (Parker and Brian 148).
The contradiction has also been seen where Willy’s life is only full of inconsistencies and what he says contradicts the reality even from the compliments to his sons. He is unable to accept the realities around him and in this case, he tries to live in the past so that he can escape the present conditions around him. As the play goes by, his problems become too many to deal with, the three themes come together to further make the man’s identity and firmness slip away (Jacobson and Irving 249).
Two elements of fiction that are used in this drama are the characters and the plot. The characters are the people who have inhabited this particular story while the plot reveals the series of events that take place in this drama. The characters in this story include Willy Loman and his wife Linda who are the main characters in the story including their sons Biff and Happy. It is depicted that each member of the Loman family lives a perpetuating cycle of denial and this has negatively affected their lives since the reality around the world does not seem to favor them at all costs (Pearsall and Derek 362).
While Willy strives for the version of the American dream, he denies reality to achieve it. He can never concentrate on his driving and despite working for the same company for thirty-six years, he is no longer able to eve raise enough capital for his family upkeep. His sons have also not been successful businessmen and this stress altogether has taken an enormous toll on the entire family(Jacobson and Irving 251). Various hallucinations around the memories of Willy involves high expectations for his sons Billy and Happy while in real sense they were just good in the past. Willy disturbs his neighbor Charley who plays cards with him, during this time, he hallucinates a lot and sees even his late brother Ben who passed away. This act is verily discouraged by his wife Linda who has become so much informed about his condition and has to try various ways to maintain things in normal status (Pearsall and Derek 361).
In character analysis, Linda Loman is forced to deal with circumstances that are beyond her control. She lives a very scary and weary life hoping that one day, things will work out for the better of her family. Linda chooses to marry and also support Willy Loman emotionally, but because of her decision, she will be filled with great disappointment for the better part of her life.Linda is depicted as a very strong, confident and stern woman(Caywood, Clarke and Laczniak 189). However, her son Biff is not understanding and attentive son since he decides to leave his ranch-hand job to come home and rethink his life which makes his father upset and increases his dementia of talking to himself.
Another element of fiction is the plot of this particular film. The plot begins when Willy returns home from a business trip and finds his two sons, Biff and Happy staying at the family home (Miller 297). Willy being broke, in debt and about to get fired, he becomes very much desperate and frustrated. His sons do not have a stable job and are a bother at their home. This creates more hallucinations for Willy in which only his supportive wife can help to reduce by advising and making him feel that every happening is just for a given period and things will change for the better. Therefore, when he fails to accept the challenges happening to himself and the society around him, he becomes a nuisance to his wife since he is self-centered and fails to appreciate his wife. This makes him suffer more from the inability to accept his imperfect success (Caywood, Clarke and Laczniak 187).
In conclusion, the death of a salesman reveals the three themes of contradiction, denial, and order versus disorder that are well manifested in the play. It is very important to note that it teaches one how to accept life and make positive changes while we progress in life. Living in the past can be very destructive since Loman only lived in the past and failed to accept the present (Ross and George 184). This tragedy film helps us to understand how life can be challenging but having positive people around us can make us live a good life. Linda is a great character of a supportive and positive woman who goes against all odds to support her family despite the setbacks that even leads to Will’s suicidal act (Pearsall and Derek 364).
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